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BCSE Responding to the James Review 2010

The James/Hood Review will shape the finance available and approach to investing in our schools under this new government. At this incredibly important time for the future of schools capital investment, the BCSE are calling upon their members to take the opportunity to make a difference and have their voice heard. Therefore, the BCSE are preparing a written response to the review and would welcome your contribution. 
This document details the questions which the BCSE will be considering for the submission to the review. Please enter your organisation’s responses to the questions you wish to answer in the boxes provided. There is 300 word limit for each response. 
In addition, we have sent you a form to complete with any relevant case studies that we can present as evidence to support the BCSE submission.

Please send your responses and address any queries to Jenny Thomas jenny@bcse.uk.net  Telephone 0207 785 6291 or 07590 182 590

Questions for Discussion:

A: Allocation of Capital Funds

1. What evidence do you have to demonstrate the effectiveness, or otherwise, of the current methods of allocating capital? E.g. frameworks, BSF, etc
     
2. How would you like to see value for money in capital investment measured and what evidence do you have to demonstrate that investment has been value for money?

     
3. What good examples are there of capital funds being used to reflect government policy on carbon reduction? And how could it be allocated more effectively?

     
B: Distribution of Capital Investment

1. What evidence do you have of how capital can be distributed most efficiently and at minimum cost? E.g. alternative or adapted frameworks, etc
     
2. What evidence do you have of good and bad practice in relation to the current methods of capital investment distribution?

     
3. How effective from your perspective are the current procurement/delivery models, in particular frameworks and BSF investments?

     
4. How should the capital investment be managed at both a local and central level? Are there examples of effective models in this country or internationally?
     
C: Reducing the Burden on Schools

1. In what way can regulations and design guidance be reformed to make the process of designing and building a new school more effective? Is there evidence to support this?

     
2. Is a quality standard for school environments, of some description, still required? What might this be?

     
D: Capital Return

1. How can value for money and return on future capital investments be monitored? What impact measures need to be established? E.g. impact upon attainment, behaviour, social development, etc.
     
